CHAPTER XVI.

IN THE WORLD  OF POLITICS.
1584-1585.

,HE Duke of Anjou, who a
year before had abandoned
his crazy claim to partnership
with William of Orange in
rule over the Netherlands,
but had continued to be
talked of as a possible hus-
band for Queen Elizabeth, died on the I3th of June,
1584. A month later, on the I2th of July, William
was murdered. The second event, occasioning special
grief to Sir Philip Sidney when the news reached
him, as thereby he lost one of his worthiest friends
and the one from whom he rightly hoped most
for the advancement of Protestantism and political
liberty in Europe, was far more momentous than
the first in bringing about a crisis from which
Sidney was anxiQUS that public advantage should
result.
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